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5 PSALMS

* A prayer by David. God, hear my righteousness. Pay
attention to my outcry, listen to my prayer, which comes
from nondeceitful lips. Let my sentence come away from
before You, let Your eyes see [my] uprightness. You have
searched my heart and visited it at night. You tested me but
found nothing. Let no presumptuous thoughts cross my lips.
Man'’s actions follow Your word. I therefore keep away from
the path of the profligate. My steps follow Your path; my feet
have not slipped. I call to You because [I am sure that] You
will answer me. Lend an ear to me and hear my speech.
Show Your wonderful kindnesses, God, Who saves with His
right hand those who seek refuge from those who rise up
[against them]. Protect me like the apple of the eye, hide me
under the shadow of Your wings, from the wicked who have
robbed me, from my deadly enemies who surround me.
They are enclosed in their fat; their mouths speak with arro-
gance. They surround our feet; their eyes are set to crush us
into the ground. Their likeness is like a lion eager to prey
and like a lion cub that lurks in hiding. Arise, God, confront
him, bring him down to his knees; rescue my soul from the
wicked with Your sword. God, I prefer to be one of those who
die by Your hand, one of those who die of old age, whose
share is in life and whose belly You will fill with Your con-
cealed treasure, who have many children and leave their
wealth to their young children. I desire to perceive Your
presence with righteousness. I will be satisfied when I arise
[in the world to come] and perceive Your image.

** An instruction by David. Happy is he whose transgres-
sion is forgiven, whose sin is covered. Happy is he whose in-
iquity is not considered by God, who has no deceit in his
spirit. When I kept silent, my bones withered away, from
groaning all day long. For day and night Your heavy hand is
upon me. (Therefore) my moisture has dried up as in a sum-

*Psalms 17 **Psalms 32.
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6 PSALMS

mer drought. I will proclaim my sin to You and will not hide
my iniquity. I said I will confess my transgressions to God,
and You will pardon the iniquity of my sin. For this, every
pious person will pray to You when You can forever be
found, that mighty flood waters should not reach Him. You
are my shelter and You protect me from danger; You sur-
round me with songs of rescue forever. I will instruct you
and teach you in which way you should go. I will advise you
in a way that I have seen. Do not be like a horse or a mule,
which have no understanding and whose mouth must be re-
strained with a bit and bridle so that they will not come near
you. The wicked have many pains, but he who trusts in God
will be surrounded by kindness. Rejoice in God and exult,
righteous ones, and sing for joy all who are upright in heart.

*To the chief musician, a psalm of David, when Natan the
prophet came to him, after he (i.e. David) had come to
Batsheba. Lord, be gracious to me according to Your kind-
ness, with Your great mercy blot out my transgressions. Wash
me thoroughly of my iniquity, purify me of my sin. For I
recognize my transgressions, my sin is always before me.
Against You alone have I sinned and done evil in Your eyes.
Therefore, You are just in Your sentence, correct in Your
judgment. For I was formed in iniquity and conceived by my
mother in sin. For You desire innermost truth, therefore
teach me innermost wisdom. Purge me with hyssop and I
will be pure, wash me and I will be whiter than snow. Make
me hear joy and gladness so that the bones You have crushed
may rejoice. Hide Your face from my sin and blot out all my
iniquities. Lord, create a pure heart in me and renew a
steadfast spirit within me. Do not cast me away from before.

*Psalms 51.
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7 PSALMS

You and do not remove Your holy spirit from me. Restore to
me the joy of Your deliverance and support me with a gener-
ous spirit. I will teach transgressors Your ways and sinners
will return to You. Save me from death, Lord, the Lord of my
salvation, let my tongue sing Your righteousness. God, open
my lips and my mouth will declare Your praise. For You do
not want a sacrifice; otherwise I would give it, You do not
desire a burnt offering. The (true) offering to God is a broken
spirit; a broken and contrite heart, oh Lord, You will not
despise. Do good, as Your will, to Zion; build the walls of
Jerusalem. Then You will be pleased with the sacrifices of
righteousness, burnt offering and the whole offering. Bulls
will then be offered on Your altar.

*To the chief musician, a psalm of David, a song. To You,
Lord in Zion, silence is a praise and to You a vow is due.
Hearer of prayers, all flesh come to You. Matters of iniqui-
ties overpowered me; You will pardon our transgressions.
Happy is he whom You choose and bring near, to dwell in
Your courts; may we be satisfied with the goodness of Your
house, Your holy Temple. Through Your righteousness
answer us with awesome acts, Lord of deliverance, whom all
ends of the earth and the distant seas trust. (You), Who posi-
tions the mountains with His strength, Who is girded with
might, Who calms the roaring seas, their roaring waves and
the tumult of peoples. Inhabitants of the ends of the earth
are in awe of Your signs, which appear in the morning and
evening and bring joy (to man). You remembered the earth
and watered it, greatly enriching it with the stream of God
which is full of water. You prepared their corn for so You
prepared it (the land). You water its furrows abundantly,

*Psalms 65.
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8 PSALMS

settle its ridges, make it soft with showers and bless its
growth. You crown the year with goodness, Your clouds will
drop abundance. The pastures of the wilderness will drop
moisture, and the hills will be surrounded with joy. The
meadows will be clothed with sheep, and the valleys will be
covered with corn, they (all creatures) will shout and sing
for joy.

*To the chief musician, a psalm for the sons of Korah.
God, You have favored Your land, have returned the captiv-
ity of Yaacob. You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people
and concealed their sin forever. You have restrained all of
Your wrath, have retreated from Your burning anger. Re-
store us, Lord of our salvation, and annul Your anger with us.
Will You forever be angry with us? Will You extend Your
anger from generation to generation? For You will surely
revive us again so that Your nation will rejoice in You. God,
show us Your kindness and grant us Your salvation. Let me
hear what the Lord God, will speak, for He will speak of
peace to His people and to His pious ones, lest they revert to
foolishness. For His salvation is near to those who fear Him,
that glory may dwell in our land. Kindness and truth have
met, righteousness and peace have kissed. Truth will sprout
from the earth and righteousness will look down from heav-
en. God, too, will give what is good and our land will yield its
produce. Righteousness will precede Him and He will set
His feet upon the path (of righteousness).

**A prayer of a poor man when he grows faint, before
God he pours out his supplications. God, hear my prayer, let
my cry reach You. Do not hide Your face from me; on my day
of distress incline Your ear towards me. On the day that I
call, answer me speedily. For my days pass as smoke and my
bones are burnt like a hearth. My heart is smitten like grass

*Psalms 85 **Psalms 102.
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9 PSALMS

and withered, because I forgot to eat my food. My bones
cling to my flesh from the voice of my sigh. I am like a bird of
the wilderness, I have become like an owl of the wastelands.
I examined myself and realize that I am like a lonely bird on
a roof. All day long my enemies taunt me; those who mock
me swear by me. For I have eaten ashes like bread and my
drink is mixed with tears. For because of Your anger and
Your wrath You have raised me and hurled me down. My
days are like a lengthening shadow; I am like withered grass.
But You, God, are enthroned forever; Your mention endures
from generation to generation. You shall arise and grant
mercy to Zion, it is time to pardon her for the appointed time
has come. For Your servants cherish her stones and treasure
her soil. The nations will fear the name of God and all the
kings of the earth Your glory, when God builds Zion and
appears in His glory. He has turned to the prayer of the lone-
ly and has not despised their prayer. This shall be recorded
for the last generation so that a nation, yet unborn, will
praise You. He looked down from His exalted sanctuary. God
from heaven looked down to earth, to hear the groan of the
prisoner, to liberate those doomed to die; (so that) they
could declare the name of God in Zion and His praise in
Jerusalem, when nations gather together and kingdoms to
serve God. (Though the enemy) has weakened my strength
while journeying and shortened my days, I will say: “My
God, do not remove me in the midst of my days, (or anyone
else) in future generations.” In the beginning, You laid the
foundations of the earth and the heavens are the work of
Your hands. They (i.e. heaven and earth ) will perish but You
will endure; they will wear out like a garment, like clothing.
You will change them and they will vanish. But You remain
the same and Your years are endless. Your servants’ children
will be settled (in the Holy Land) and their seed will be
established before You.
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